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In the United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Data: January 23, 2004 

In re ApplicaUon HideyukiUsui Hl&d: October 16. 2001 

of: 

For: C5onnecM6n Enhancement Apparatus and Infonnation 
Processing Apparatus 

Serial Number: 09/978.519 Conf.No.: 

Art Unit: 2835 Examinor: Lisa Lea-Edmunds 

AFTER RNAL AMENDIWENT under 37 CFR 8 1.11B tel 

Hon. Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sin 

In response to the Office Action dated Septemt)er 25, 2003 with period for 
response ending December 25, 2003, Applicants respectfully seek entry of the folloxwng 
amendment and remarl<s under 37 CFR § 1 .1 1 6 (c). it is t)elieved entry of this 
response would sen/e to facilitate prosecution by placing this case in condition for 
allowance. 
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TH(5 MESSAGE IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY TO WHICH IT IS 
ADDRESSED, AND MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS PRIVILEGED. CONFIDENTIAL AND EXEMPT 
FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER APPUCABLE LAW. IF THE READER OF THtS MESSAGE IS NOT THE 
INTENDED RECIPIENT. OR THE EMPLOYEE OR AGENT RESPONSIBLE FOR DELIVERINQ THE MESSAGE 
TO THE INTENDED RECIPIENT, YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT ANY DISSEMINATION, DISTRIBUTION 
OR COPYING OF THIS COMMUNICATION IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS 
COMMUNICATION IN ERROR. PLEASE NOTIFY US IMMEDIATELY BY TELEPHONE AND RETURN THE 
ORIGINAL MESSAGE TO US AT THE ADDRESS ABOVE VIA THE U.S. POSTAL SERVICE, THANK YOU. 

Total Pages ? ^ ^including this one) 



IBM CONFIDENTIAL 



PAGE 1/19* RCVD AT 6/7/2004 11:17:25 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/3 * DNI8:8729306 ' CSID:7033050M3 * DURATION (min-ss):05-08 



06/07/04 MON 11:05 FAX 7033050843 USPTO/TC-2d00 



il002 



JUW 07 '04 10:53 FR IBM PCD IPLflW DePT 



9192542S49 TO 915712730253 P. 02 




Auto-Reply Facsimil 



TO: 

Fax Information 
Dal© Received: 
Tolal Pages: 



Transmission 

Fax Scncifir at 9192542649 



1/26/2004 3:53:37 PW paalem Standard Time] 
16 (intsluding cover page) 



M^ual ofExamfning Frocedur^ (TMEP) section 306 et s^. 



Received 
Cover 
Page 



t hefBtv cef% mat tfie foUowing pfiHts are bair« tacsimiie 
tmnsmittetf fh? Patant afttf Trarinmarit Oflfce (703) e7a-&30e {Grvup 

2. UlENDBlEin' . flA PAGES) 



Pi.t^^timn'mmPAr^ OFRC^^mMiPUm £0»-fdA KMtHMBi uu^un 



IPM COB»0RAt1DN 



TOTAL PAQBS FAX£D MCUISINOTHS COVCfl: _17_ 



PAGE 2/19* RCVD AT 6/7/20M 11:17:25 AM [Eastern Daylight Time]* SVR:USPTO 



06/07/04 MON 11:05 FAX 7033050545 



USPTO/T C-2a00 

JUN 07 -04 10:53 FR im PCD IP^J DEPT 9192542^49 TO 915712730253 



i)003 



P. S3 



PATENT 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK am 



ArcLWtNo^ 



InteappHcacioaof; Htdcjruki Usui cc 

AppliiSrtioaNa; 09/978519 
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Edmonds - FAX 703-872-9306/ PHONE 7l>3-30&O2e5 

TRANSWnTED FROM: Carles Muno^Custamante, Patent Agent 

IBM CORPORATION 
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